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Hello to all,

I am pleased to be writing to you for 
this spring edition of the AIDN National 
Newsletter. Hopefully as we come out of the 
cooler weather many of us will get out and 
about and enjoy some sun and fresh air.

It is a sign of the times that it is impossible to 
ignore the fact that COVID remains a huge 
issue for many of us.

We still have the ACT, NSW and Victoria 
locked down. The other states and the NT 
maintain a hard boarder with them, so 
of course conducting business remains a 
challenge to so many of you.

We can at least give some thanks to the fact 
that Defence continues to keep its programs 
moving and hopefully this is assisting many 
of you.

The full impacts of these lockdowns and 
the economic impact to Australia will play 
themselves out for the foreseeable future. 
I am sure all of us know individuals that 
have been impacted. And we know this is 
going to take a great deal of time to recover 
from. Some individuals may never recover 
financially or worse still psychologically 
and we need to ensure that we take the 
time to connect with people and make 
sure that we are actively tasking the time 
to buy from locally owned businesses, it 
is important to remember that this locally 

owned businesses support the communities 
they operate in so giving something back 
by purchasing from them is a great way of 
helping. Acts of kindness, no matter how 
small, might just provide the spark someone 
needs in their life to keep moving on.

In this edition we have contributions from 
the Hon Melissa Price, MP, Minister for 
Defence Industry and Matt Keogh MP, the 
Opposition Spokesperson for Defence 
Industry.

AIDN believes that it will always be an 
important opportunity for them to reach 
out to you our members and we thank them 
both for their efforts.

It has been a tough time and it is always 
important to give credit where credit is due. 

Minister Price has actively worked with 
Industry to understand their needs and 
requirements through this pandemic, and 
she has ensured that Defence, in particular 
CASG have been as reactive as they can be 
to try and support industry through this 
crisis. Assisting with gaining exemptions 
to boarders’ lockdowns and the 48 hours 
turnaround from Defence on payment of 
invoices to name just a couple of initiatives 
that have assisted industry.

We will continue to work with the 
Government and Defence to ensure that the 
needs of you can be addressed to keep our 
sector moving forward.

At the time of writing version 5 of 
AUSDEFCON has been released and this 
information has been passed directly to 
you the members. I would be keen to 
receive all feedback on this, and AIDN will 
certainly advise Defence of your reactions, 
suggestions and thoughts.

Functionally we continue to finalise the 
process of the nationalisation of AIDN. We 
have fully rolled Tasmania and Queensland 
into National, NSW is in the final stages of 
the process. South Australia and the ACT are 
well progressed, the NT has commenced the 
process and WA is finalising their actions.

We will put at an organisational chart in 
the coming weeks so that all members are 

aware of who is who and what people do. 
We have a diverse group of employees many 
of whom you will have worked with over 
the years. Our philosophy is to have the 
right number of employees to provide the 
required support to the members, so we will 
remain a lean organisation. At least it keeps 
everyone busy. 

AIDN continues to actively participate on a 
variety of working groups, both for defence 
and for the Department of Industry. At 
every opportunity we work to ensure that 
the SME community is being considered. 
We will not stop advocating nor agitating for 
Australian owned and controlled companies 
to be given the proposer status they require; 
I have often written about the sovereign 
industrial capability that Government has 
stated it wants.

You simply cannot have a sovereign 
industrial capability with meaningful national 
resilience unless your indigenous industry is 
treated fairly, your Australian industry must 
be able to compete in an equitable way 
and it must be supported at all times. This 
support has extended to Australian industry 
being awarded contracts ahead of foreign 
owned subsidiaries, there is no benefit to 
Australia unless this happens. At this critical 
juncture in world geopolitical times it should 
be mandatory that we are ensuring that we 
are mobilising Australia’s industrial base and 
not the industrial base of a foreign country.
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Letter to Members from the AIDN National CEO
Welcome to our first quarterly newsletter 
for the year. As always, I hope that this 
finds you all well and that your businesses 
are doing well.

It seems that we are going to continue to be 
battling some hard times both domestically 
and internationally. 

Just as we start to return to some form of 
normal after a couple of years of dealing 
with the COVID-19 pandemic many of our 
members have found themselves battling 
extreme flooding, both in Queensland and 
New South Wales. The flooding crisis seems 
to keep continuing as this major weather 
event keeps dumping large volumes of 
water on the eastern states – some of the 
estimates of the amount of water that has 
rained down on communities are simply 
staggering – when people talk about a 
metre and half of water it is difficult to 
imagine that.

All of us at AIDN are hoping that you are 
not being impacted but of course if you are, 
please reach out.

We are witnessing some increasingly 
alarming actions at the geopolitical level. 
The invasion of Ukraine and the agreement 
between China and the Solomon Islands for 
a military base both serve as warnings to all 
of us.

COVID exposed us to the fact that our 
supply chains were in a precarious state, 
global unrest reminds us that the need for 
a strong domestic supply chain should be 
a paramount outcome for any Government. 
A military base operating Chinese aircraft 
for the first time allows China the ability to 
disrupt supply chains between Australia and 
the US, equally this for the first time allows 
China the ability to conduct air operations 
consistently in our region, indeed they will 
have the ability to enter Australian airspace 

from that forward operating base. Flying 
from Honiara to Sydney is a distance of 
2850 kms, the distance from Sydney to 
Perth is 3290 km, this is something that we 
should be aware of and understand.

AIDN continues to call for sovereign 
industrial base to ensure that our nation can 
achieve strategic resilience and autonomy. 
We simply can no longer take the risk of 
exposing the nation to foreign controlled 
supply chains. We cannot assume that in 
times of conflict foreign Governments will 
be able to ensure that our supply chain is 
viable. This does not mean that we cannot 
have strong links with our international 
partners, what we should be aim for is a 
full transfer of technology, IP, know-how 
and know why with the commercially 
guaranteed access for all our supplies and 
military equipment. 

It’s interesting to see so called experts 
claiming that Australian industry cannot 
achieve this, that Australia is not capable of 

achieving these outcomes, that we should 
simply insert our industry as bit players 
into these programs. This is a nonsense 
and incredibly naïve.

Australia has the 12th largest economy; it 
is a sophisticated country, and it boasts 
a highly technical industrial infrastructure. 
There are no impediments to Australia 
achieving national strategic resilience with 
a sovereign industrial capability. Countries 
such as South Korea, Sweden, Israel and 
Turkey have been able to achieve this, all 
it takes is political will. All of our trading 
partners have sophisticated policies in 
place to ensure the viability of their local 
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defence industry, Canada, US, UK, France, 
Japan, the EU all prioritise their local 
defence industry, yet time and again we 
find a resistance to this being mandated in 
Australia. We as a nation seem to be willing 
to pay for and to mobilise the national 
industrial base of our trading partners, 
preparing their industry for conflict, at 
Australian taxpayers’ expense.

We are now heading to a federal election; 
it will only be a matter of weeks before 
the PM calls this election. Government laid 
down their budget Tuesday 29 March, and 
we will look at that and try to pull out the 
key components to allow you to understand 
how it affects Defence industry.

The Hon Melissa Price MP, Minister for 
Defence Industry has once again provided 
a contribution to this newsletter as has Matt 
Keogh MP, the Opposition Spokesperson 
for Defence Industry has been able to 
contribute to this newsletter, which we of 
course thank them for.

As we head towards the Federal election 
it is important that we all understand what 
each of the major parties are intending to 
do specifically with Defence industry, AIDN 
will continue to post any announcements 
from both parties so you can remain 
informed. It is not AIDNs role to tell you 
who to vote for, our role remains to work 
with both parties in order to ensure the best 
possible outcome for our industry. 

We will always put your interests first and 
we will continue to work with Government, 
Opposition, Defence and the overseas 
Defence primes to ensure that they 
understand the issues SMEs have and to 
ensure that you are able to compete in a fair 
and equitable manner for every opportunity 
in this massive defence expenditure.
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SAVE THE DATE!

DEFENCE INDUSTRY EVENTS 2022
April 2022
24 April 2022 – Legacy Run Army, Gallipoli Barracks, Brisbane

May 2022
10-12 May – Indo Pacific 2022 International Maritime Exposition, Sydney

June 2022
21-23 June – Rotortech 2022, Royal International Convention Centre, Brisbane
22 June – ADM Congress & Charity Dinner, Canberra

July 2022
2-3 July – Brisbane Air Show
20 – 22 July – Australian Defence Science,  
Technology and Research Summit (ADSTAR), Sydney

August
15 August – STEM in Defence Summit

September
20-21 September – Modern Manufacturing Expo, Sydney

October 2022
4 – 6 October – LAND FORCES 2022, Brisbane QLD

November 2022
22 November – 2022 Maritime RobotX Challenge
24 November – ADM Space Summit

December 2022
13 December ADM Defence Estate and Base Services Summit
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‘Sovereign capability’ – two words that 
will be of supreme importance in our 
immediate and long-term futures.

If COVID wasn’t enough to convince 
sections of Defence, the large primes or 
the general public of the need to build up 
our sovereign defence capabilities among 
Australian SMEs, the illegal invasion by 
Russia of Ukraine certainly should. 

The situation in Eastern Europe is a 
reminder to us all of the continued 
investment we need to make in our rules-
based order. 

Stability can quickly transform into 
instability.

And global supply chains of essential 
equipment can be cut off by the actions of a 
crazed autocrat.

Right now, we are contending with tensions 
in our own region, the Indo-Pacific. 

China’s coercion directed at many countries 
is well-known. 

Nations of the Indo-Pacific have also 
witnessed China’s high-speed military 
build-up in recent years. 

The fracturing of peace in our region as a 
result of an outbreak of conflict would be 
unthinkable. 

That is why we must not only condemn 
aggression, but also act to deter it, 
whatever its source. 

To this end, the build-up of sovereign 
capability, with robust and resilient 
Australian supply chains in key priority 
capability areas, is essential for our national 
security. 

We need the know-how and know-why in 
our workforce to design, build and sustain 
what we need now and into the future. 

This is precisely why our Government 
is investing up to $4.3 billion to deliver 
Western Australia’s first large-vessel dry 
berth, creating a world-class precinct at 
the Henderson shipyard and supporting 
thousands of local jobs.

The Henderson dry-dock will allow us to 
construct and sustain large naval vessels 
in Australia and support an even stronger 
commercial shipbuilding industry.

This project will create at least 500 direct 
construction jobs at its peak and thousands 
more through local sub-contracts and the 

national supply chain. 

Once completed, this infrastructure 
will help support at least 2,000 direct 
shipbuilding jobs at Henderson, particularly 
as continuous naval shipbuilding in Western 
Australia comes to fruition as part of the 
national naval shipbuilding enterprise.

Like the Hunter is critical to the Air Force 
and Townsville to the Army, Western 
Australia is a critical pillar for our Navy and 
our Government’s commitment to growing 
sovereign capabilities and turbocharging 
our national naval shipbuilding.

This infrastructure investment will transform 
the precinct into a world-class shipbuilding 
powerhouse, and offer unprecedented 
opportunities, not just for WA businesses, 
but SMEs across the country.

It ensures we will have the infrastructure to 
build bigger and more complex ships and 
develop that know-how and know-why to 
do it. 

And with the reformed AIC contractual 
requirements in place, we will ensure 
that sovereign capability build up in the 
workforce and supply chain is more robust, 
particularly in the advanced manufacturing 
sector.

Of course not everyone will be a winner – 
and not every capability has to be designed 
and built in Australia – but we must, for 
our own national security, deepen and 
strengthen our local Defence supply chains. 

This is at the heart of why our Government 
has reformed Defence’s policies and 
practices on industry and procurement. 

In the past four years, $30 billion in 
Defence contracts has been directly 
awarded to small and medium businesses. 

Billions of dollars more have flowed through 
the supply chain from major contractors, 
supporting 100,000 jobs across the country.

We will continue to go further in the months 
and years ahead to build and sustain more 
locally to better defend the nation.

It’s Australian businesses like Queensland-
based Craig International Ballistics, 
manufacturing lightweight body armour for 
Australia and our allies, that demonstrates 
what true sovereign capability is in our 
defence industry.

There is NSW-based Lintek, manufacturing 
specialised circuit boards for the global 

F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program, 
supporting over 50 jobs.

There is ACT-based CEA Technologies, 
manufacturing world leading and cutting 
edge phased array radar systems.

And there is Victorian-based SYPAQ, 
delivering niche engineering support 
on a range of platforms including 
in the intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance domain.

These businesses are the crystal clear of 
evidence of the Morrison Government’s 
commitment to continuing to back this 
industry and the thousands of SMEs in it.

Our record and the actions we have taken, 
especially since 2016, prove this.

We will continue to drive the essential 
cultural change within Defence that is 
necessary for these results to be translated 
on the ground.

The previous record of Labor in 
Government led to one of the most 
disastrous periods experienced by our men 
and women in uniform and this industry.

Cuts to Defence, cuts to projects, 
thousands of jobs lost – and why? Because 
this portfolio was not a priority for them last 
time in Government.

So why should Labor be trusted to lead one 
of the most important portfolios at one of 
the most nationally significant times facing 
this country. 

Simply, they can’t.

The Hon Melissa Price MP – Minister For Defence Industry
Minister for Science and Technology

https://www.linkedin.com/company/aidn/
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OpEd from Matt Keogh

We are now weeks away from the Federal 
Election, one that represents a stark, 
perhaps unprecedented, choice for 
defence industry. 

Right now, we have a Morrison Government 
that is all announcement and no follow 
through. This plagues the Government 
across its agenda but is particularly evident 
in it’s approach to defence procurement 
and industry. 

During the nine years of this Abbott/
Turnbull/Morrison Government not 
only have they managed to “save” a 
whopping $100 million by chasing our car 
manufacturing industry out of Australia, they 
have managed to spend near $4 billion 
in acquiring precisely zero submarines, 
through a program that at first was going 
to deliver 90 per cent Australian Industry 
Content but in the end was going to be 
lucky to deliver 40 per cent.

We have a future frigate program that is 
now running late, with significant capability 
concerns.  Industry continually tells me 
it fails to deliver the opportunities for 
Australian defence industry promised.

While South Australia is given the run 
around by the Morrison Government about 
whether they will secure any nuclear 
propelled submarine work, it has also failed 
to provide comfort to Western Australian 
industry about the looming valley of death 
for shipbuilders as existing programs ramp 
down towards the middle of this decade, 
with no firm committed projects for beyond 
that point until at least the end of the 
decade. Meanwhile, the Government saw fit 
to acquire a pacific support vessel overseas 
due to its own delays rather than having 
it built here in Australia where there was 
capacity to do so.

But don’t get caught thinking these 
issues only beset our naval shipbuilding 
enterprise. I could go on (and on) with more 
examples, including those affecting the air 
force and army as well, but I know they are 
writ large in the minds of all of you across 
the sector already.

Not only do these issues negatively impact 
Australian defence industry businesses 
and workers but they also impede access 

to much needed capability in a timely 
fashion. It is not lost on anyone that for all 
of the spruiking of the $270 billion defence 
capability spend over the next decade by 
the Morrison Government we won’t secure 
these new capabilities for more than a 
decade and in many cases not for another 
two. This is despite the Defence Strategic 
Update acknowledging we no longer have 
a decade lead time for potential conflict in 
our own region.

Yet the Morrison Government is focused 
on attacking Labor’s defence record. This 
is pretty rich from the Party that saw our 
nation left with periods of no operational 
submarines because it couldn’t manage 
maintenance, left our defence forces under 
resourced during recent conflicts such that 
the last Labor Government was forced into 
rapid overseas capability acquisitions to fill 
the gaps, and which decreased Defence 
spending while Tony Abbott was Prime 
Minister. 

Somehow, it is forgotten that year-on-year, 
the first Rudd Government significantly 
increased defence spending, got 
our submarines back operating and 
maintenance program back on track. 

Labor’s pedigree on Defence is not to be 
sneezed at either. Not only does Labor 
boast of its war time record under Prime 
Minister Curtin but it understood the 
need to prioritise local defence industry 
production, appointing Essington Lewis 
Director-General of the Department of 
Aircraft Production, not only increasing 
production of Bristol Beaufort’s but 
also starting work on Australian’s 
home-designed and built 
Boomerangs. 

Australia’s most successful post-war 
Defence Minister, Labor’s Kim 
Beazley understood what many still 
do not, the importance of a 
significant naval presence 
on our West coast, 
proximate to south-east 
Asia, and the need to 
have a self-reliance in 
submarine manufacture 
and sustainment, 
resulting in our 

home-grown Collins Class submarines. Like 
any first of class vessel, they had teething 
problems but the Collins has gone on to 
be the regionally superior conventional 
submarine that Australia needed. The 
Hawke Labor Government saw and took 
on the risks of Australian build of such a 
complex endeavour because it understood 
the reward and strategic rationale behind 
backing our own.

This approach is not forgotten in Labor now 
and is exemplified in the way we immediately 
supported the AUKUS partnership and 
decision to acquire nuclear propelled 
submarines. 

Some may believe this is just consistent 
with a “small target” approach heading into 
an election but actually it is because Labor 
fundamentally understands the importance 
of these issues and decisions for our nation. 
I can say, after spending a little time at 
sea with our submariners, I know that this 
decision is supported by them too – it is their 
lives on the line when they are deployed in 
our name.

Since coming into my role, I’ve focused 
on listening to industry and holding the 
Morrison Government accountable for its 
own rhetoric. Unfortunately, it is clear they 
have been a failure by their own standards. 

Worse, it appears they don’t understand the 
strategic rationale for why it is important to 
support Australian defence industry. This 
isn’t about supporting some flailing industry 
to protect jobs, rather, it’s about maintaining 
and, importantly, growing necessary 

sovereign capability to be as self-reliant 
as we can for our Defence forces. 

That’s why a Federal Labor 
Government will prioritise Australia’s 
defence industry. 

An Albanese Labor Government will:

♦♦ require major defence 
project contracts 
and procurements 

contain measurable, 
enforceable, audited 
and transparent 
Australian 
Industry Content 
requirements;

♦♦ implement 
concrete rules to 
maximize local 
content and create 

local jobs;

♦♦ establish a 
$15 billion National 

Reconstruction Fund 

	 AIDN National Newsletter 2021  |  Issue 4	  6

Australia Needs to Develop its Defence Industry

We must ensure Australian defence 
industry is supported and our 
sovereign industrial capability 
enhanced, to ensure the future of 
Australians is safe and prosperous

https://www.linkedin.com/company/aidn/


to create secure jobs for Australian 
workers, boost our sovereign capability 
and diversify the nation’s economy;

♦♦ ensure at least one-in-ten jobs on 
major projects, including major defence 
procurements, is filled by apprentices, so 
we build the skills base we require; and

♦♦ conduct the first Australian Defence 
Force posture review since 2012, after 
the Morrison Government has ignored 
defence posture for almost a decade. 

Labor also understands the capability 
gaps that the approach of the Morrison 
Government is opening up. That is why 
Labor will fast-track strike capability for our 
nation, properly arm our Offshore Patrol 
Vessels, and examine building an additional 
Air Warfare Destroyer.

All of which will grow our sovereign 
capabilities and provide more and better 
opportunities for Australian defence 
industry.

Labor’s approach is not about headlines, it 
is about follow through. We treat national 
security as the first priority, with our national 
interest at its core. For Labor, national 

security is above politics.

We must ensure Australian defence industry 
is supported and our sovereign industrial 
capability enhanced, to ensure the future of 

Australians is safe and prosperous. 

Ensuring we do this is a decision to be 
made by all Australians at this election – the 
decision lies with you.

OpEd from Matt Keogh
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Meet the AIDN National Board

AIDN National Board – Biographies       

Dear Members,

Hello, 2022 has already been a busy and 
productive year, highlighted by a very 
successful Annual Dinner on 8 February 2022. 
Your National Board has met twice this year 
and will have a second in-person meeting 
in association with the INDO PACIFIC 2022 
International Maritime Exposition. I want to 
take this opportunity to introduce you to the 
AIDN National Board, the following Directors 
were elected at the 2021 AGM:

♦♦ Graham Priestnall, DEWC Systems (AIDN 
SA).

♦♦ Alexander Robinson, Seeing Machines 
(AIDN ACT).

♦♦ Carl Quarterman, Queensland Gaskets 
(AIDN QLD).

♦♦ Julie Savage, Cognesis (AIDN QLD).

♦♦ Sarah Pavillard, Adroita (AIDN NSW).

♦♦ Gary Bettcher (AIDN SA).

♦♦ Jon Hawkins, Omni Executive (AIDN 
ACT).

Since the AGM, the Board has appointed 
two Board Advisors to complement the 
skills and experience of the elected 
Directors, they are:

♦♦ Jeremy Stredwick, Allectum.

♦♦ Peter Freed, Cirrus Real Time Processing 
Systems.

As all members of the Board work in SMEs, 
we are very conscious of the challenges 
and opportunities that our members face 
in the defence and security industry. 
The Board is focussed on our role of 
creating and enhancing the value of AIDN 
membership. 

Best Regards,

Graham

Graham Priestnall OAM 
Chairman, 
AIDN National Board 
Mobile: +61 417 418 422 
www.aidn.org.au        

Back L-R: John Hawkins, Carl Quarterman, Graham Preistnall OAM, Alexander Robinson

Front L-R: Gary Bettcher, Julie Savage and Sarah Pavillard

Bio of Graham Priestnall
Mr Graham Priestnall, 
OAM is the Chair of 
the AIDN National 
Board. He was 
elected to the role in 
December 2020 and 
elected for a second 
term in December 
2021. Since 2002 
Graham has held 

AIDN leadership positions at both the 
Chapter and National level. These include 
President of AIDN-WA from 2002 until 
2009 and membership of the AIDN-ACT 
Board from 2011 to 2018, including three 
years as Chairman. Prior to his election to 
the AIDN National Board, Graham was the 
Vice-President of AIDN-SA. Graham was 
a member of the AIDN National Executive 
from 2002 until 2018, including Vice-
President (2007) and National President 
(2008 to 2013). Graham’s service to the 
defence industry was recognised in the 
2022 Australia Day honours list.

In addition to his AIDN service Graham has 
worked in defence industry for the past 23 
years, holding management and business 
development roles in both small and large 
businesses.  He has significant Board 
experience particularly in the not-for-profit 
sector and Government defence industry 
advisory boards. Prior to joining the 

defence industry Graham served in the 
Royal Australian Navy for 27 years.

Bio of Gary Bettcher 
Gary Bettcher started 
his working career 
in Accounting, which 
provided him with an 
excellent skills base 
to manage and lead 
business enterprises.  
During his career, 
Gary has held 
several CEO, General 

Manager, and senior Finance, and Company 
Secretary roles prior to embarking into his 
own business, Leadership Management 
Australia-Bettcher, for 14 years.

Significantly, whilst working with over 40 
defence companies and over 200 of their 
personnel, Gary and his team at Leadership 
Management Australia-Bettcher delivered 
leadership and capability development 
programs resulting in verified ROI of over 
$30 million for the individuals and defence 
companies involved.

Gary has been General Manager of IQMS 
Australasia Pty Ltd since 2018.  In that role, 
Gary specialises in implementing a variety 
of national and international standards 
(Quality and Environmental Management 
Systems, OH&S Management Systems, 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/aidn/
http://www.aidn.org.au/
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Information Security, Asset Management, 
and Aerospace and Defence) as well 
as developing responsive management 
systems that provide return on investment.  
Clients are active across a variety of 
industries, including defence, space, 
mining, civil, oil and gas, and construction.

Gary Bettcher is tertiary qualified with 
an MBA from University of Adelaide, 
has completed the AICD course, and 
is a Certified Lead Auditor in ISO9001, 
ISO14001, ISO27001, and ISO45001.

Since 2014, Gary has held many voluntary 
roles, and one paid role, with the AIDN 
National Executive and various Chapters.  
To effectively deliver on those roles, Gary 
has continued to develop and utilised 
his business management, and people 
leadership and development skills, and 
contributed to the financial and legal 
governance of AIDN National and Chapters.  
Strategic planning, and implementation 
of those plans with Chapter Committees 
(volunteers), combined with meaningful 
communication and relationship building 
with all stakeholders have been important 
aspects of Gary’s activities on behalf of 
AIDN members.

In early 2018, Gary worked with a small 
team to set up the AIDN–SA Chapter.

Involvement within the Australian Industry & 
Defence Network

2021 
– current

Director of Australian 
Industry & Defence 
Network Limited

2018 – 2021 President – AIDN–SA 
(voluntary)

2018 AIDN National Transition 
Leader (paid)

2016 – 2018 National Secretary – AIDN 
National (voluntary)

2014 – 2016 National Treasurer – AIDN 
National (voluntary)

2014 – 2018 Treasurer – AIDN–NT 
(voluntary)

2014 – 2015 President and Treasurer – 
AIDN–NT (voluntary)

2010 -2018 Active member of Defence 
Teaming Centre – resigned 
Feb 2018

Bio of Carl Quarterman 
Carl Quarterman 
is currently the 
Owner and 
Managing Director 
for Queensland 
Gaskets.  Since 
1953 Queensland 
Gaskets has been 
an Australian family 

owned and operated manufacturing 
business.  Carl took over the business in 
2012.

Carl is an experienced Manufacturing and 
Supply Chain professional with strong 
management capabilities, financial, 
operational and analytical skills.

Prior to re-entering the family business in 
2010 Carl spent 14 Years with BP carrying 
out jobs within the supply chain focusing on 
the Downstream and Refining segments of 
the Oil Industry.  Carl worked extensively in 
the global business specialising on supply 
chain management, integration. Trading 
physical oil cargoes developing the skills 
as a Supply Chain Expert dealing within the 
region South and East Africa. the Arab Gulf, 
India, Asia, and Australia. 

Carl was an Officer in the Australian Army 
Reserve for 9 years (1996-2005).  In the 
Army he developed his leadership skills, 
and an interest in Australia’s Defence 
capability.  The interest in Defence along 
with his supply chain experience has led to 
an interest in our Australian made defence 
Industry, and the SME Defence Industry in 
Queensland.

Carl was the President of AIDN-Qld 2016-
2021, he has contributed to and supported 
the AIDN National Executive, assisting 
with the progression of the National body 
towards a highly respected, Canberra 
based SME support entity, joining the 
Board in 2019, Carl is currently the Deputy 
Chairperson. 

Carl has, also developed a strong 
relationship with Defence Industry 
Queensland (DIQ), to the benefit of 
members, State Government and the 
Queensland Defence Industry. Serving also 
on the Deputy Premiers Defence Advisory 
Council, Queensland Defence Science 
Alliance advisory committee, and also 
with the City of Ipswich Defence Industry 
Development and Attraction Committee.

Skills:

♦♦ Leadership
♦♦ Delegation
♦♦ Commercial Management
♦♦ Business Management
♦♦ Supply Chain Expertise
♦♦ Event coordination
♦♦ Computer Proficient, Autocad, MYOB 
♦♦ CNC Waterjet, and Router Operation

Education:

1997 – Bachelor of Science

2017 – BSB51915 Diploma of Leadership & 

Management

2018 – Graduate Australian Institute of 
Company Directors Course

2020 – MEM40105 Certificate IV in 
Engineering. 

Bio of Alexander Robinson 
Alexander Robinson 
is the Director of 
Aviation & Defence 
at Seeing Machines.  
Alexander brings 
experience in the 
Royal Australian Air 
Force, Caterpillar 
Inc., and as a 
co-founder of Airly, 

to working ardently in aviation, aerospace, 
and Defence environments.  Alexander 
is focused on improving aircrew training 
and safety through technology, such 
as eye-tracking, to help instructors and 
pilots.  Alexander holds an MBA from 
the University of New South Wales, and 
maintains a private pilot licence.  Alexander 
is inspired by his partner, who live in 
Melbourne with their two daughters, and 
in his free time Alexander enjoys running, 
flying, and writing.

Bio of Jon Hawkins 
Jon Hawkins was 
brought up in the 
north of Ireland and 
southern Africa. In 
1987 he moved to 
Western Australia 
where he completed 
tertiary studies. 

In 1989 Jon joined the 
Australian Army and 

served in the Royal Australian Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineers. In 1996 he joined 
the Special Air Service Regiment and spent 
the subsequent 17 years in that Regiment 
and related roles in Defence Headquarters. 
He has commanded a five man SAS 
patrol through to the 500 person Special 
Operations Task Group and has been 
conferred several Distinguished Service 
awards from his operational deployments. 

In 2012 Jon established Omni Executive, a 
Canberra based management consultancy 
business involved mainly in national 
security and intelligence for government 
and the critical infrastructure sector. Omni 
has a national footprint with representation 
in every state and territory. 

Jon has a Bachelor of Mechanical 
Engineering and Master’s degrees 
in Defence Studies and Business 
Administration. Additionally, he holds 
membership of the Institute of Engineers 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/aidn/
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Australia and is a graduate member of the 
Australian Institute of Company Directors.

Bio of Sarah Pavillard 
Sarah Pavillard is a 
Weapons Engineer 
and the founder and 
CEO of ADROITA, a 
defence professional 
services, engineering 
and advisory firm.

Sarah is obsessed 
with finding simple 

solutions inside complex problems, and 
helping businesses transform to meet their 
future needs. She seeks opportunities 
for businesses to collaborate with 
defence industry, and translates technical 
requirements into plain objectives for 
those businesses to take advantage of 
opportunities to secure their future.

Sarah has nearly 25 years of Defence 
experience working both as a Naval Officer 
and as a consultant, delivering value 
across acquisition, support and in-service 
programs in the maritime and joint 
(C5ISREW) domains. During this time, Sarah 
has supported the Department of Defence, 
Australian and international companies, 
and academic institutions in developing, 
integrating and supporting some of the 
most complex Defence materiel in service 
today, such as the $10B Air Warfare 
Destroyer capability.

Sarah is uniquely positioned between 
business and Defence, and possesses a 
combination of strategic, commercial and 
technical expertise that enables her to 
bring skills, knowledge and the right people 
to her clients. She now manages a fast-
growing team within ADROITA of talented 
defence and industry professionals, all 
of whom are committed to the purpose 
of engineering success for sovereign 
capability. Sarah loves working with leaders 
to help them identify the true value of 
their capability and capacity, to harness 
opportunities to pivot into the defence 
supply chain, and in doing so futureproof 
their businesses and directly contribute to 
the national interests of Australia.

BIO – Julie Savage
Julie Savage founded 
Cognesis Contractors 
16 years ago and 
understands what 
it is to build and 
maintain an SME in 
Defence. She has 
enjoyed developing 
relationships with 
other SMEs and 

clients alike, and is always interested to 

meet entrepeneurs starting defence related 
businesses.

She has been successful in developing 
small teams of contractors, mostly in primes. 
Cognesis specializes in engineering and 
technical areas within Defence projects.

 Julie’s business background and ability 
to manage the changes to small business 
while maintaining strong relationships with 
her contractors and clients has allowed her 
to meet the challenges that have occurred 
within the industry.

She prides herself on the calibre of 
the people in her teams and credits 
the company’s success to her staff and 
contractors. She has seen many changes 
to the professional services side of 
businesses in defence and welcomes 
visbility, collaboration and authenticity in 
her business relationships.

Julie confirms there are many more women 
in Defence since she developed her 
business and she believes industry wide 

inclusiveness and the encouragement of 
women via specific programs at all levels 
has enabled this to change.

Having not come from Defence originally, 
she enjoys the alligence people who 
contract in the industry have for the 
goals and outcomes of such an important 
industry. 

 Julie has maintained an active role with 
AIDN since establishing her business and 
for the past 2 years has served on the 
National Board of AIDN most recently has 
held the role of Treasurer. She believes in 
the values AIDN espouses and encourages 
new market entrants and individuals to 
network and collaborate through the 
opportunities AIDN provides. Likewise, as 
an owner of an SME, Julie is very grateful to 
the primes and government groups whose 
support and direct sponsorship allow AIDN 
to assist SMEs to engage with Defence in 
providing sovereign capability.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/aidn/
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The year kicked off with the AIDN 
National Gala Dinner that was held on the 
8th of February 2022 at the Hyatt Hotel 
in Canberra. Due to COVID restrictions 
the event was limited to 250 people but 
allowed a more intimate setting and was 
great to be able to get out and see people 
and network face to face.

The evening started with guests being 
welcomed to the dinner by MC of the night 
Sarah Ison, Federal Political Reporter at the 
Australian. Sarah handed over to Janette 
Phillips for one of the highlights of the night 
with the Welcome to Country. 

The AIDN National Chairman of the Board, 
Graham Priestnall thanked Janette for an 
excellent and moving Welcome to Country 
as well as everyone for attending the 
AIDN National Gala Dinner. He followed 
up with the progress of AIDN National. 
The Platinum Sponsor for the 2022 AIDN 
National Gala Dinner, NIOA, presented a 
short video, followed by an address from 
NIOA CEO, Robert Nioa.

Tony Fraser from CASG once again 
presented the AIDN National Young 
Achiever Award for 2022. This year being 
the first time that there has been a finalist 
from every state and territory. AIDN would 
like to again congratulate all the chapters 
Young Achiever Award finalists.

Unfortunately, due to travel restriction for 
WA, The Hon Mellissa Price, the Minister 
for Defence Industry was unable to make 
an appearance in person but provided 
a video presentation that outlined her 
commitment to the defence Industry and 
SME engagement.

AIDN would like to again thank all the 
sponsors for the event as well as all who 
attended for making the event such a 
success and wonderful night. AIDN looks 
forward to being able to host our next 
gala dinner and to see you all 
there, hopefully without the 
restrictions, in 2023.

AIDN National Gala Dinner

MC Sarah Ison. Platinum Sponsor Robert Nioa.

L-R Warren Ko, Connor Brandish, Jason Brand, Lukas Krellemann, Harry Carr  
and Priyank Menezes.

Janette Phillips, 
Welcome to 
Country.

Senator Jim Molan  
AO DSC.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/aidn/
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AIDN National Gala Dinner (Gallery)

https://www.linkedin.com/company/aidn/
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AIDN National Gala Dinner (Gallery)

AIDN would like to thank our sponsors:

Platinum Sponsor

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors

https://www.linkedin.com/company/aidn/


As Defence Industry Experts, the De Stefano & Co team have an unrivalled understanding of the policy 
framework underpinning DISP and are well placed to support your business in achieving membership. 
Whether your organisation is an SME or a Fortune 500 company, located in Australia or overseas, we 
take the pain out of attaining your DISP membership and manage the entire project on your behalf.

Need help 
to attain your 

Defence Industry 
Security Program 

(DISP) membership?

Talk to the 
experts.

ICT/CYBER SECURITY

PHYSICAL SECURITY

GOVERNANCE

PERSONNEL SECURITY

GAP ANALYSIS IMPLEMENTATION 
SUPPORT

ONGOING 
COMPLIANCE 
ASSURANCE

Tailored solutions 
to ensure compliance 
across the program’s 
four security categories:

Ready to get started? Call 1300 GET DISP (1300 438 347)

destefanoandco.com.au

Adelaide   |   Melbourne   |   Perth
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Every year at the AIDN National Gala 
Dinner the AIDN Young Achiever Award 
(YAA) is presented.  This award showcases 
the talent that the Australian’s future 
Defence Industry has, and it recognises 
the important contributions made by 
young people in the Australian Defence 
Industry.  This year marked the first year 
that AIDN had a finalist from every state 
and territory.

The 8th of February was the night to 
celebrate the achievements of the 8 
finalists from across all of Australia at the 
2022 AIDN National Gala Dinner held in 
Canberra.  The event was attended by 
government and defence representatives 
as well as manufacturing industry guests.

AIDN would like to congratulate all 8 State 
and Territory finalists for 2021:

♦♦ Priyank Menezes, Airbus Australia Pacific 
– AIDN QLD

♦♦ Jason Brand, Flight Design Pty Ltd – 
AIDN NSW

♦♦ Connor Brendish, Penten Pty Ltd  
– AIDN ACT

♦♦ Nil Shah, Nova Systems – AIDN VIC

♦♦ Lukas Krellmann, CBG Systems Pty Ltd – 
AIDN TAS

♦♦ Georgia Castignani, Nova Systems 

– AIDN SA

♦♦ Warren Ko, Ventia – AIDN WA

♦♦ Harry Carr, SAGE Automation – AIDN NT

One of the highlights from the evening 

AIDN National YAA Winner: Jason Brand of Flight Design (AIDN NSW)

L-R Deputy Secretary Capability Acquisition and Sustainment Group (CASG) MAJ GEN Tony 
Fraser AO CSC (ret), AIDN YAA Winner Jason Brand CEO Flight Design, Chief of Defence Force 
General Angus Campbell AO DSC and Secretary of the Department of Defence, Greg Moriarty

https://www.linkedin.com/company/aidn/
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was the announcement and presentation 
of 2021 National Young Achiever Award 
Winner to Mr Jason Brand of Flight Design 
Pty Ltd.

Currently CEO of Flight Design, and 
although just being only 19 years old, Jason 
has worked with drones and stratospheric 
balloons alongside his father, Aerospace 
Engineer and R&D Manager of Flight 
Design, Robert Brand since he was 9 years 
old.  This experience, along with his own 
determination, has led him to become the 
founder and CEO of Flight Design in only 10 
years.

During this time, Jason was so inspired that 
he progressed to achieving a world-record 
50 flights without losing a payload.  By the 
time he was 12 years old, he led a team 
to Croatia to track and recover 2 balloon 
payloads – the first time this had been 
completed legally.  The mission was such 
a success that he was invited to meet the 
President of Croatia.  

Flight Design’s innovations are permeating 
through Defence and new opportunities 
are growing quickly for them.  They have 
begun testing their stratospheric balloons 
with propulsion which is of extreme interest 
to defence through their ability to perform 
high altitude Intelligence, Surveillance 
and Reconnaissance roles.  Additionally, 
Jason has developed a project to test a 
supersonic drone along with completing 
several winged and rotary drones built for 
specific payloads for customers.  

AIDN NSW President, Anna Murray 
commented “The NSW YAA evaluation 
committee had a really hard task last 
year – as they do every year.  However, it 
was unanimous across the team that Jason 
Brand was a standout winner despite the 
very high calibre of all the applicants.

‘Jason’s application stood out obviously 
because of his age and the outstanding 
achievements that he had made at such a 
young age.  His application read like it was 
one from someone ten years older.  It was 
clear to everyone that Jason is destined for 
great things – whether he stays in Defence 
industry or branches out into rockets and 
space – and we can proudly say that his 
first accolade was winning the YAA in NSW 
in 2021!!’”

Jason’s immediate career goal is to be very 
successful as the CEO of Flight Design, 
and he plans to grow the business and 
its Defence opportunities by building 

systems and equipment aligned to Defence 
needs.  Flight Design’s drones are serious 
Defence tools, built with the need to ensure 
Sovereignty.  As part of this, Jason plans to 
migrate the company from a service based 
“one Balloon, one project” to a full-service 
company selling both hardware to Defence 
and research capability.

From all the team at AIDN NSW and AIDN 
National, we wholeheartedly congratulate 
Jason on this stunning achievement.  AIDN 
would also like to thank all the member 
organisations that encourage their young 
achievers to apply for the program and we 
look forward to having another successful 
program in 2022.

Jason Brand – Flight Design AIDN NSW 
and AIDN National Winner.

Harry Carr – SAGE Automation AIDN NT 
Territory Winner.

Priyank Menezes – Airbus AIDN QLD 
State Winner.

Lukas Krellmann – CBG Systems AIDN 
TAS State Winner.

Warren Ko – Ventia AIDN WA State 
Winner.

Connor Brandish – Penten AIDN ACT 
Territory Winner.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/aidn/
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AIDN Qld is back into its regular routine 
of monthly networking and defence 
information events.  Our February 
monthly meeting was an online event 
due COVID restrictions but gave us 
the opportunity to present one of 
our Regional Members, NEM Group/
Townsville Laser Cutting, a Townsville 
based steel fabricator.  Wade Clarke 
from NEM did an online presentation 
and provided a fly-through video tour 
of their facility.  It was a first for AIDN 
Qld and was considered a reasonable 
success.

Our March meeting was held at CyberCX 
facility in Brisbane with 51 in attendance.  
AIDN representatives and the State 
Government provided an update on local 
and national activities, followed by an 
informative presentation from CyberCX 
head of strategy Alastair MacGibbon 
who was the former cyber advisor to 
the prime minister. Alastair provided an 
all too real perspective on the future 
cyber security challenges that lay ahead 
for Australia and its SME’s. ODIS also 
provided background on the services 
that they now provide since their rebrand 
from CDIC.

Also in March, AIDN Qld in partnership 
with the Qld State Government and AI 
Group facilitated a Defence Industry 
breakfast which attracted almost 150 
attendees.  The scene was set with a 
briefing from Stephen Moore the First 
Assistant Secretary Defence Industry 
followed by a passionate speech on 
growth and business attraction for 
Queensland by the Hon Cameron Dick, 
Treasurer for Qld ending with a panel 
session facilitated by Brigadier (rtd) Alison 
Creagh AO and panelled by Stephen 
Moore, Ross McKinnon – Chairman 
GRABBA Technologies, Rear Admiral (rtd) 
Simon Cullen AM CSC RAN discussing 
global political events and future defence 
programs.

Update from the office of AIDN QLD President, Frank Harrington–

AIDN QLD Update

TOP: Top AIDN QLD 
March Monthly 
Member Meeting 
hosted by CyberCX.

RIGHT: Aaron Pollard 
of CyberCX.

LEFT: AI Group 
Breakfast held 
in collaboration 
with Queensland 
Government and 
AIDN.AIDN representatives 

and the State 
Government 
provided an update 
on local and national 
activities
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ADM CONGRESS
The 19th instalment of the ADM Congress will be held 
at the Hyatt Hotel in Canberra on 3 February 2022. 

Attracting more than 600 senior-level delegates 
each year including Ministers, defence chiefs, the 
leadership of the Capability Acquisition & Sustainment 
Group, prime contractors and SMEs, this unmissable 
event is a highlight of the defence industry calendar. 
The event will include policy dialogue, high level 
debate, and extensive media coverage.

Conference registrations are available now and 
include tickets to the highly anticipated ADM Charity 
Dinner. The dinner is an excellent opportunity to 
come and liaise with your colleagues following the 
Conference at the Hyatt Hotel, Canberra.

After-dinner entertainment will feature a Q&A session 
with Former Deputy Secretary – Capability Acquisition 
and Sustainment Group – Kim Gillis answering a 
variety of audience questions.

More information can be found here:  
https://admevents.com.au/adm-congress/

Defence Manufacturing Capability:
Partner with CADPRO to gain local, on-demand support and access to our 
highly specialised and experienced design and manufacturing technical sta�. 

Our capabilities: 

• Multi-axis, simultaneous machining software
• CAD & CAM technical support and training
• Post-processors for high end machines
• Integrations between ERP & manufacturing software
• Product data management expertise
• Assessments for business processes
• In-house development team

Customer Success Story:

www.cadprosystems.com.au

We are an approved supplier to the Australian Department of Defence 

sales@cadprosystems.com.au     •     +61 2 7229 7599     •     Sydney

Romar’s Autodesk suite has streamlined their manufacturing
process, enabled much greater e�iciency, and propelled 
their ability to get product to market quickly.
READ STORY → 

Do you have news?
Share your recent success stories, products or  
services with us!

We’d love to tell our Member Companies and people with an interest in the 
defence, security and aerospace sector.

Views expressed in the AIDN Newsletter do not necessarily reflect the opinion of AIDN Ltd. Not all 
third-party events included in the Upcoming Activities section are endorsed by AIDN. No responsibility 
is accepted by AIDN or the editor for the accuracy of information contained in the newsletter or the 
consequences of any person relying upon such information.

Contact
If you would like any further information or  
require any assistance with defence industry  
issues, please contact AIDN at:  
info@aidn.org.au

https://www.linkedin.com/company/aidn/
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AIDN NSW was both proud and relieved 
to have held the annual gala dinner – in 
actual fact it was 2019 when the last 
dinner was held.  COVID restrictions 
unfortunately had a great impact on our 
timing for 2020 and 2021 however when 
we eventually held it on the 2nd March, it 
was very well attended.  

More than 300 guest heard speeches 
from the representative of Minister Price, 
Senator Hollie Hughes as well as a NSW 
government representative for Minister 
Ayres who unfortunately had to attend to 
his electorate during the recent “monsoon” 
that Sydney and other regions suffered 
from.  And industry was represented by 
Chris Jenkins as our Platinum Partner 
Thales who didn’t really want to talk about 
the fish (and if you want to know what that 
is about you will have to come along to 
the next NSW dinner) and a speech from 
the heart from SME Adroita founder, Sarah 
Pavillard.

Attendees were happy to be finally out 
and about and there was an overwhelming 
positive response to the first dinner that 
AIDN NSW has been able to hold since 
November 2019.

Farewell to John Small: As AIDN NSW is in 
the final stages of deregistering as part of 
the move to AIDN national, we say farewell 
to John Small who has been the AIDN NSW 
Public Officer almost since inception. John 
has been integral to the running of the NSW 
chapter for many years and has provided a 
sounding board around policy and strategy.  
I’m sure all the AIDN members who know 
and have met John Small will wish him well.

Update from the office of AIDN NSW President, Anna Murray –

Gala Dinner

https://www.linkedin.com/company/aidn/
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AIDN NSW and Thales Lithgow  
Arms Tour
On February 24, 2022, Thales, in 
partnership with AIDN National, hosted 
the Lithgow Arms Supplier Tour, which 
drew over 70 AIDN National members. 
The factory tour, conducted by the Lithgow 
Arms Team, was followed by an interactive 
briefing on Lithgow Arms’ past, present, and 
future, as well as shared experiences from 
Thales’ key partners.

AIDN NSW would like to thank Thales and 
Lithgow Arms for partnering with us to host 
this event.

ABOVE: 
AIDN Members at Lithgow 
Arms Supplier Tour.

FAR LEFT: 
AIDN NSW President Anna 
Murray thanking Thales and 
Lithgow Arms.

LEFT: 
AIDN NSW Members at 
Lithgow Arms Supplier Tour.

AIDN TAS Update
Update from the office of AIDN TAS President, Di Edgerton –

2021 Young Achiever of the Year 
Winner
AIDN TAS 2021 Young Achiever of the Year 
winner Lukas Krellmann of CBG Systems 
is a mechanical and chemical engineer.  
Lukas was pivotal to CBG’s R&D projects 
and has successfully developed the next 
generation lightweight composite panels for 
commercial and naval ships structural fire 
protection. 

He led this R&D project on behalf of 
CBG together with CSIRO advance 
manufacturing scientists and engineers.

Lukas Career Achievements:

♦♦ Supported CBG Systems transition from 
ISO 9001:2008 to ISO 9001:2015

♦♦ Supported Key R&D activities to improve 
CBG Systems competitiveness within the 
market

♦♦ Supported the commercialisation of 
SolarSigmaShield within the Australian 
market, opening export opportunities 
within the Asia Pacific region, helped 

develop new safety system technologies 
via a collaboration with CSIRO.

♦♦ Supported the digitalisation of CBG 
systems’ data items and helped improve 
response capability to complex tenders 
within the commercial and defence 
space.

♦♦ Supported the design and integration of 
high-end technology machinery into our 
Hobart based workshop

AIDN TAS and AIDN National warmly 
congratulate Lukas on this fantastic 
achievement.

(L-R) CBG Systems 
staff: Esther Pither, 
Gerard Kube, 
Lukas Krellmann, 
Adrian Neville 
along with Deputy 
Premier, Minister 
for Health, Minister 
for Advanced 
Manufacturing and 
Defence Industries, 
Minister for 
Mental Health and 
Wellbeing, the Hon 
Jeremy Rockliff MP.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/aidn/
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AIDN NT Update

As we gear up and close loose ends for the upcoming 
amalgamation with AIDN national we have reached some 
important milestones

Membership over past 3 months has nearly doubled (52 members 
to 98 members). Largely as a result of improved membership 
auditing and tracking. Still big potential to increase membership 
even further with popular and well attended events. AIDN-NT is 
aiming to align future networking functions with Defence exercises 
in an attempt to better understand how Industry can support 
Defence during future exercises.

Past Events 
Focus has been on increasing membership participation and 
involvement with members showcase events. Every month (or more 

often if practical) a member will volunteer to host a gathering on 
their premises and membership and related parties are invited. 
These have been very successful with average attendance so far 
being between 30-40 guests.  Recent events include: 

16th February 2022

Hosted by Total Safety Solutions and ERGT Australia Pty Ltd.  The 
event included live demonstrations featuring the latest in firefighting 
solutions.  Guests were treated to a visual spectacle with burning 
cars and shipping containers extinguished with revolutionary 
new fire extinguishers and fire suppressant additives.  Around 
40 members attended with special representation from NT -Fire 
services and Royal Australian Navy. 

29th March 2022

Hosted by Doug Reid from AALM, this meeting featured solar 
street lighting, thermal insulation blankets and aluminum helicopter 
racks.  Approximately 30 members attended this event, along with 
representation from Palmerston City Council and CLP candidate 
for the electorate of Solomon. Guests enjoyed pizzas and drinks 
along with informative discussion about industry co-operation and 
developing business in the North.

AIDN NT will continue this program of member-hosted events with 
the following expressions of interest submitted:

♦♦ A & B Welding Pty Ltd have expressed a desire to host our next 
event at the end of April.

♦♦ AbbFab PTY LTD have expressed an interest to host our next 
event at the end of May.

Future events 
Similar to the Member showcase events, various related industry 
liaison groups have expressed a genuine desire to be involved and 
meet with our members to present the services they offer.  Other 
future events include:

 

Wednesday 4th May

Alan Davidson – Director United States Force Posture Initiatives 
– Infrastructure.

 

Late June

ODIS – Aaron McMahon Defence Industry Advisor – NT

AIDN NT Member Benefits
In progress is our Member Services Journal.  Every financial member 
is encouraged to participate by submitting a free ¼ page add (with 
the option to upgrade at minimal cost).  

This journal will be the go-to source for those looking for local 
industry, support infrastructure and logistics in the Northern Territory.  
For more information, please contact AIDN NT on 08 8999 6207 or 
email: eo@aidnnt.com.au.

Update from the office of AIDN NT President, Andrew Jones –

 
 
 
 
 
H & M Ferman was established over 40 
years ago, and operates in the Automotive 
and Manufacturing Industries. Supplying 
various industries, including Defence. 
 
H & M Ferman has designed and produced 
(in Australia) various mirror models 
supplying to for example: Isuzu, Iveco, 
Volgren and Terex. Including supply for the 
Bushmaster, Unimog and Hawkei. 
  
They have several innovations which has 
been developed and worldwide Patents 
granted. For example, a specially required 
plastic bracket that is fire retardant to 
support a heavy load of electrical/data 
cables. In addition, a wheel safety nut for 
heavy vehicles. 
 
The manufacturing capabilities were 
expanded with the purchase of Gilford 
Plastics which, specialises in Plastic Injection 
Moulding. Thus, providing several metal 
process machines such as: 3 axis CNC VMC, 
EDM machine, cylinder honing machine, 
moulding machines with clamping ranging 
from 55 tonnes to 650 tonnes. In addition 
to, 100 tonne compression-moulding 
machines for Melamine, Bakelite etc. 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/aidn/
mailto:eo@aidnnt.com.au
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Tim Pickford 
Director of Strategy 
and Business 
Development, 
Hanwha Defense 
Australia

Millie Keating 
Industrial 
Development Unit 
(IDU) Manager, 
Hanwha Defense 
Australia

“Creating an enduring industrial base for 
Defence projects is one of the most critical 
challenges Australia is facing in its bid 
to future-proof military capability. While 
efforts to improve domestic supply chains 
have helped make inroads, the nation’s 
relatively high manufacturing costs limit 
the efficacy of this approach.

Tim Pickford and Millie Keating of defence 
contractor Hanwha advocate an alternative 
method: bolstering global supply chains 
through mutually beneficial partnerships. 
Marrying a manufacturer in Korea with a 
systems integrator in Australia, Hanwha has 
built a sustainable and cost-effective supply 
of automatic fire suppression systems, 
whilst enhancing the supply chains in both 
nations.

Under this partnership, the Australian 
systems integrator sources 30 percent of 
its componentry from Australian suppliers 
and 70 percent from the Korean partner. 
The system can then be assembled, tested 

and fully supported by each partner in their 
home nation, or in any location globally 
where Hanwha’s platforms are sold.

Mr Pickford believes this hybrid 
manufacturing approach is more 
sustainable than a purely domestic one, 
and sets a precedent for future defence 
industry contracts.

“If you build a purely local industrial base 
that caters to only a few hundred vehicles 
in Australia, once that operation stops, the 
industry comes crashing down and there 
are no more opportunities. If components 
are already in the global supply chain, then 
you can export them, and participate in a 
wider and more diverse marketplace,” he 
said ahead of the ADM Congres...”

Following on from a highly successful 
event in 2021, the LAND FORCES 2022 
International Land Defence Exposition 
will return to the Brisbane Exhibition and 
Convention Centre, from 4-6 October 
2022.

LAND FORCES 2022 will be a three-day 
event including an extensive conference 
program covering topical land defence 
issues, an industry exhibition and formal 
networking and engagement programs 
for industry, defence, government, and 
academia from Australia and around the 
world.

AIDN is proud to announce that we have 
secured a Showcase Pavilion at this event.  
Pods are strictly limited, therefore AIDN 

will be accepting applications from current 
financial members only.

Event Details:
Date: 	 4-6 October 2022

Location:	� Brisbane Convention and 
Exhibition Centre, Glenelg St, 
South Brisbane, QLD, 4101

Cost:	 $4500 (incl GST)

Download a copy of the Application here.

Please email your completed application to 
info@aidn.org.au no later than 12pm (AEST), 3 
May 2022.

Successful applicants will be notified no 
later than Monday 9 May 2022.

**Due to the number of interested 
members, applications are not a guarantee 
of a position.

Further information on the pod inclusions 
will be provided shortly.

 

2022 Land Forces International Land Defence Exposition

https://www.linkedin.com/company/aidn/
https://admevents.com.au/adm-congress/#speakers
https://www.informa.com.au/registration/conference/adm-congress/
https://admevents.com.au/adm-congress/#speakers
https://www.informa.com.au/registration/conference/adm-congress/
https://admevents.com.au/adm-congress/#speakers
https://admevents.com.au/northern-australia-defence-summit/#agenda
https://admevents.com.au/northern-australia-defence-summit/#agenda
https://admevents.com.au/adm-congress/#speakers
https://admevents.com.au/northern-australia-defence-summit/#agenda
https://www.informa.com.au/registration/conference/adm-congress/
https://www.aidn.org.au/resources/Land%20Forces%20Member%20Application%20Form.pdf
https://admevents.com.au/adm-congress/#speakers
https://admevents.com.au/adm-congress/#speakers
https://www.informa.com.au/registration/conference/adm-congress/
https://admevents.com.au/adm-congress/#speakers
https://admevents.com.au/adm-congress/#speakers
https://www.informa.com.au/registration/conference/northern-australia-defence-summit/
https://www.informa.com.au/registration/conference/northern-australia-defence-summit/
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   Innovative fluid sealing solutions

   Sound and vibration attenuation

   Thermal insulation and protection 

   High performance material development

   Precision components and sub-assemblies

SEEKING A PERFORMANCE ADVANTAGE?

DESIGN >  MATERIAL DEVELOPMENT > PROTOTYPING >  TESTING AND VALIDATION >  MANUFACTURE >  SUPPLY

James Walker Australia Pty Ltd.

Sydney, Newcastle and Perth 

+61 2 9721 9500

sales.jwau@jameswalker.biz

www.jameswalker.biz

Global development and supply of sealing solutions and precision 
components to the defence industry for over 125 years.

   ISO 9001        ISO 14001       ISO 45001 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/aidn/
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STRATEGY DEVELOPMENT GRANTS

Supporting businesses across the country to navigate the complex defence 
industry environment and grow their defence sector revenues.

1300 438 347

destefanoandco.com.au

Adelaide   |   Melbourne   |   Perth

https://www.linkedin.com/company/aidn/
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/aidn/
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AIDN full pager outlines copy.pdf   1   4/06/2021   3:23:17 PM

https://www.linkedin.com/company/aidn/
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MAXIMISING PROTECTION & PERFORMANCE

 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/aidn/
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Looking to achieve DISP 
accreditation?
Red Piranha offers a comprehensive DISP program to get you secure and certified. 
Our sovereign capability provides supply chain assurance across Personnel Security, 
Physical Security, Information & Cyber Security and Security Governance. As your 
trusted DISP partner, we can help with:

 DISP Assessments
 DISP ASR - Annual Security Report
 DISP Accreditation
 Cybersecurity Solutions
 Independent Cybersecurity Reviews
 Cybersecurity Consulting Services

Red Piranha is:
 DISP assessed and part of the DISP program
 Licensed Australian Defence Exporter by the ADEO
 Listed ICT and Cyber supplier with the Australian   
 Defence Sales Catalogue
 Australian Made, owned & managed     
 Crystal Eye XDR platform
 100% propriety owned, including all IP

Crystal Eye

www.redpiranha.netrichard@redpiranha.net +61 428 553 489

https://www.linkedin.com/company/aidn/


	

www.chieffluidsystems.com.au 

Chief Fluid Systems is THE specialist provider of fluid conveying 
products and technical services to the Defence industry. Our products 
can be found on the following: 

• Propulsion systems 

• Steering systems 

• Weapons systems 

• Radar systems 

• Underway replenishment 

• Helicopter refuelling 

• Waste transfer 

• Potable water 

• RO plants 

• Air & HP air systems 

QUALITY DELIVERED. 

Phone: +61 2 9726 8008 Email: admin@chieffluidsystems.com.au 

Chief Fluid Systems will be at Indo-Pacific 
2022. Come visit us at stand 4G7 and talk to 
our expert team about your next project! 
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